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SUBJECT, PRESIDENTS VISIT m ACQUISITIONS FOR TIAF ON SHAH'S MIND

REF1 ARMISH/MAAG DT0 . 171031Z' MAY 72

19 AS WASHINGTON AWARE, SHAH 'HAS HAD LONGTIME' AND OFT•REFTATED
DETERMINATION TO_STRENOTHEN IIAF BY ACQUISITION OF ADDITIONAL
WEAPONS SYSTEMS AND REINF O RCEMENT OF 'PRESENT AIRCRAFT .STREN(TH0
THIS DETERMINATION HAS BEEN INTENSIFIED BY PAKISTANS DEFEAT AND
DISMEMBERMENT' RESULTING F ROM INDO. p AK WAR, , GRAVE 'UNCERTAINTIES RE
FUTURE STABILITY OF WFST . PAKISTANA AND GROWTH OF SOVIET INFLUENCE
IN INDIA AND INDIAN OCEAN .. ALL , OF WHICH HAVE FORCED SHAH-TO START
PLANNING, .REALLY FOR-rIRST . TIME IN TRANS . ,. POST _ WW.	 HISTORY, 'FOR
ARMED FORCES WHICH HAVE CAPABILITY TO 'FACE DANGERS FROM EASTERN
AND 'SOUTHERN BORDERS 's is WELL AS FROM WESTERN FRONTIER.

29 sHAH • S INTEREST IN SUCH ACQUISITIONS HAS NOT JELLED INTO THREE
FORMAL' REouESTS WHICH pENERAL'ToUrANiAN (DEPUTY MIN OF WAR-FOR
A R MA ME NT S) HAS RECENTLY SENT TO ARMISM/MAAG• THESE "REQUESTS
(REPORTED, SEPARATELY` IN' REFTEL) BOIL-DOWN TO' (ALREQUEST't0
PURCHASE THREE'SQUADRONS' OF - F•15 AIRCRAFT', 16) REQUEST TO PURCHASE
UNSPECIFIED NUMBER or LASER•GUIDED BOMBS, AND (C) REQUEST FOR COST
INFORMATION ON POSStBLE'ACGUISITION OF TWO ADDITIONALHsoui6RoNs OF
F-4E'AIRCRAFT'AND'TWO ADDITIONAL-SQUADRONS Dr FsSE AIRCRAFT.



3• IT : SEEMS . CLEAW • TMAtHEHAH INSTRUCTED , TOUFAN;AN- TO 'GET .'TMESE -FORMAL
REQUESTS ON, TABLE':BEFORE' PRESIDENTS 'VISI'T -MAINLY 'TO'. sNSURE PRESIDENT

FULLY AWARE' O F.. S HAH1 S' ACQUISITION PLANS ,,AND ALSO IN INFECTAT ION
OR' MOPE 'PRESIDENT 'WILL.. BE r ABLE TO INFORM.sH A H ABOvE!'REQUES,TS WILL BE
MET' BY USG SUEVJECV, IN CASE • OF"F*•15S 'TO 'CAVEATS ,OF' t A4 SUCCESSFUL

TESTING AND : n151.

PRODUCTION' LINE .: SOHEDULE , 1 AND-PRESUMABLY AGREEMENT -OpH'PRICE1

4. wElo -Ori COURSE/ 'RECOGNIZE DIFFICULTY 'TMERE-MAY ,BE . FOR 'PRESIDENT
TO GIVE! DEFINITIVE REP‘Y TO -HIM ON FIRST .-TWO REQUESTS, WE
SIDER IT - VERY' ImOoRtANT-, .HOWEVER, - THAT PRESIDENT -BE RS' RESPoNSIVIE AS
POSSIBLE * 1313*3
FARLAND	 •
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